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PETITION FOR WAIVER

Sprint Communications Company L.P. ("Sprint"), pursuant to Section 1.3 of the

Commission's Rules, 47 CFR §1.3, hereby respectfully requests a limited waiver of the

Commission's authorization and verification rules (47 CFR §§64.1100 -64.1190) to the extent

necessary to enable Sprint to transfer the certain customers of GTE Communications

Corporation, d/b/a GTE Long Distance ("GTE-LD") to Sprint's customer base without first

obtaining such subscribers' authorization and verification. As demonstrated below, Sprint fully

satisfies the good cause standard established by WAIT Radio v. FCC, 4 t 8 F.2d t 153, 1159 (D.C.

Cir. 1969) for securing a wai ver.

I. BACKGROUND

GTE-LD is an interexchange carrier providing services throughout the United States and

between the United States and foreign points. Because its parent, GTE Corporation, has agreed

to merge with Bell Atlantic (In the Matter of GTE Corporation and Bell Atlantic Corporation,
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Applicationfor Consent to Transfer of Control, CC Docket No. 98-184), GTE-LD will no longer

be able to provide interexchange services originating in those Bell Atlantic States for which Bell

Atlantic has not received Section 271 authority from the FCC once the merger is approved by the

FCC and is consummated. Thus, GTE-LD will have to cease its provision of interexchange

services to all of its customers in all of the Bell Atlantic States, with the exception of New York,

and in the District of Columbia and such customers will have to subscribe to the services of other

lXCs if they want to continue to place interexchange calls on a "1 +" basis.

GTE-LD will notify all of its affected customers of their right to choose another IXC. It

plans to send a letter to each of its customers on or about February 24, 2000, stating that in

anticipation of gaining regulatory approval of GTE's pending merger with Bell Atlantic, GTE­

LD will cease providing interexchange services to such customer on March 30, 2000; and that, if

the customer wishes to select another IXC, he or she should contact either their local exchange

carrier or their IXC of choice to make the switch no later than March 20, 2000. The letter will

also inform customers that if they do not select a long distance carrier by this date, GTE-LD "has

made arrangements for Sprint to become [such customers110ng distance carrier" so as to ensure

no disruption in the customers' interexchange service. A draft copy of the letter is enclosed. l

On or about March 24, 2000, GTE-LD will furnish Sprint with a list of the GTE-LD's

customers who remain presubscribed to GTE-LD's service. Upon receiving this list, Sprint is

required by the terms of its agreement with GTE-LD to load these remaining GTE-LD customers

into its subscriber databases and submit the customers' CARE information to their LECs for

execution as quickly as possible and well before the date on which GTE-LD will cease its

provision of interexchange services in the affected Bell Atlantic States. Sprint will also send a

1 GTE-LD will include a coupon with its letter to defray the customer's cost of switching long distance carriers.
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letter to each of the converted GTE-LD customers stating that in light of GTE-LD's cessation of

interexchange operations in the customer's State and the fact the customer did not select another

IXC, he or she has become a Sprint customer; that Sprint's services will be provided at rates and

under terms and conditions comparable to the rates, terms and conditions of their service with

GTE-LD; that the customer does not have to do anything to receive Sprint service;2 but that the

customer should contact his or her LEC to change carriers if the customer does not want Sprint

service. 3 This letter is currently being drafted and once completed will be furnished to the FCC

if deemed necessary.

II. ARGUMENT

Under the regulatory regime established by the Commission in its Second Report and

Order issued in this proceeding, 14 FCC Rcd 1508 (1998), recon pending, stayed in part, MCI

WorldCom v. FCC, No. 99-1125 (D.C. Cir. May 18, 1999), Sprint must verify all preferred

carrier change orders before it submits such orders to the LEe for execution. See 47 CFR

§64.1150 ("No carrier shall submit a preferred carrier change order unless and until the order has

first been confirmed in accordance with one of the following [verification] procedures... "). But

requiring that Sprint obtain verification in the case of those GTE-LD's subscribers who did not

seek to change carriers after they received GTE-LD's letter urging them to do so would prevent

the seamless transfer of such subscribers to Sprint and disrupt their ability to place" 1+"

interexchange calls at comparable and under comparable terms and conditions for the service

they currently receive from GTE-LD. Given that GTE-LD and Sprint anticipate that tens -- and

2 These customers will be advised that they should use the coupon provided by GTE-LD to help cover the fee
imposed by their LEe for their conversion to Sprint.

) Each former GTE-LD customer converted to Sprint service will also receive the welcome package that Sprint
provides each of its new customers.
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perhaps hundreds -- of thousands of GTE-LD's subscribers will not seek to transfer carriers on

their own after they receive the letter from GTE-LD and given that Sprint is required by the

terms of its agreement with GTE-LD to convert such customers to its service as rapidly as

possible, it will be simply impossible for Sprint to obtain the verification of each of these

subscribers before it submits the names of the such customers to the executing LECs. In fact, it

would be extremely unlikely that Sprint could obtain the verification of each of these customers

even if could take the entire time between March 24 when it is scheduled to receive the list of

customers from GTE-LD and March 30 when GTE-LD is scheduled to discontinue service in the

affected States in which to add such customers to its databases and submit the CARE

information to the LECs for conversion.

Thus, absent a waiver, Sprint would not be able to submit to the LEC the names of those

GTE-LD subscribers from whom Sprint had not obtained verification, thereby depriving such

customers of the ability to place" 1+" interexchange calls. This unfortunate outcome would be

highly inconvenient to these customers and could force them into utilizing dial-around services

which may be more expensive than the services they now receive from GTE-LD and will receive

from Sprint.

Moreover, because GTE-LD's subscribers will have been informed that if they did

nothing they will be transferred to Sprint, it is reasonable to assume that those who did not

switch carriers on their own wanted to become Sprint customers. In any case, such subscribers

will receive a letter from Sprint notifying them that they have become Sprint customers and

again informing them of their ability to change carriers by contacting their LEe. And, Sprint
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will handle and attempt to resolve to their satisfaction all inquiries from GTE-LD's subscribers

regarding their conversion to Sprint.4

Plainly, the circumstances justifying granting Sprint its requested waiver are similar to

the circumstances found by the Commission to justify waivers in the public interest of its

authorization and verification rules for carriers acquiring the customer base of other carriers.

See, e.g., Implementation of the Subscriber Changes Provisions of the Telecommunications Act

qf /996; Sprint Communications Company L.P., Petition for Waiver, 1999 FCC LEXIS 5247

(released October 20, 1999) and 1999 FCC LEXIS 2878 (released June 17, 1999); Conversant

Communications, LLC, Petition for Expedited Waiver, 1999 FCC LEXIS 6513 (released

December 21, 1999); Iowa Telecommunications Services, Petitionfor Waiver, 1999 FCC LEXIS

6515 (released December 21, 1999) MCI WorldCom, Inc., Requestfor Waiver, 1999 FCC LEXIS

3823 (released August 6, 1999); Long Distance qfMichigan, Inc. Request for Waiver, 1999 FCC

LEXIS 3207 (released July 9, 1999); CoreComm Limited Request for Waiver, 1999 FCC LEXIS

2099 (released May 13, 1999); International Exchange Communications, Inc. Request for

Waiver 1999 FCC LEXIS 2098 (released May 13, 1999); and EqualNet Corporation Requestfor

Waiver, 1999 FCC LEXIS 1005 (released March 15, 1999).

4 Given the fact that GTE-LD will continue in business in areas outside of the Bell Atlantic region and will remit
bills to the customers for service provided prior to March 30, it is in the best position to resolve inquiries from a
customer related to the service GTE-LD provided such customer prior to the customers conversion to Sprint.
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Accordingly, Sprint respectfully requests that the Commission waive its authorization

and verification rules as set forth herein. Sprint also requests that its request here be expedited

since Sprint's agreement with GTE is contingent upon Sprint's receipt of the waiver by March 10.

Respectfully submitted,

Leo M. Kestenbaum
'chael B. Fingerhut
19th Street, N.W., Suite 400
ashington, D.C. 20004

(202) 585-1909

Its Attorneys

February 16, 2000

6



FEB, -15' ()()(TUE) 14:28 GTE COMMUNICATIONS REGULATORY

GTE Lang DIGtane..
66B5 1", MacArthur I'lvCl,
Irving, n; T603Q

TEL:972 465 SU2S

PL.EASE SELECT A NEW

LONG DISTANCE C .....AAIE~
BY M .....RCli 20.

p, ()()2

Addr""" Line ~ I
Addrc••' Line #2
Addr".... Line #3
Address Litle #4
Address Line 115
Addre~s Line 116
Atldr"".. Line /17
.....ddres. I.ine #B

DeDI' Mr. Sum"le:

[ aTE Lc)J'''Cl D1STAJ'lCI!
Wn... No LONClEJl PliOVTPE

Lo",o-HI\tn. QIt 11'lTEIlIIT;"TEl SB1Wlce
IN VOUIt STATE.

]

As ofMan:h 30. GTE Long Distance will no longer provide 10ng-hQul
or internate long disUlJ'lce sendee in your area. GTE is mergin'l with
Bell Atlantic ....d. ps Ii result. will be subject to regulatory requiremenlS
thut cUlTenlly prohibit the new cOInPIlflY from provitling Ions-haul or
interstate Ions distance sef'licc in some Slates. The new COl1lPIlJ1Y will
be workins to receive the required approvals thut will Illl""" us to offer
long-haul or interstate long distBnce ""rvice in your arc" uj,\uin soan,

What does this m"l1ll to you? It m"ans you ",ill wanl to select .. new
long distunc:e currier by ME1I"ch 20, 2000. VOIl 11150 will want lD secure
Mother provider for your calling CllI'ds I1I1cJ loll-free services provided
by GTE LOl'Ig Distllllce.

[Please: note. yol.lr 10cl11 service. provided through your lot:ol aTE
complU1Y. will continue without inlerruption, l-Iowevcr. if your loca)
loll sef'liec is provided by GTE Lang Dislonee. you will wDnt to
selecl anolher clllTier for thot SQrvice as well,].
Here arc the simple Sleps yuu should tlllu= nO,"" to secure a new long
disllUlce company:

1. Use the enclosed inform"tio" sheet 10 help you select the new 10ni:­
haul '1nd imerstote Ions dislIUlee compony of your choice. When you
call 0 long dislWlce company. Hsk aboul calling pll1ns IIJ1cJ olher long
disLl1nce sCTvices you nced. such ilS culling cards Md loll-free seryices.

ifyou JUlVe a long dl~Ianc.. CP"1Parr;y change res,r;c,i,," on Y""f' phone
/Illes. please cull yo",. (OTE '"cal phOne company) 10 r,,,,,ov.. the

SEI'-VICES AFFECTEO:
LONa-HAul- on.

1,.,n;R.S1An: S£I'-V'CE.
1100 TOL..-FJU;E SEI'-VIC~

"''''0 CA....lNO CAIlDS

PLEASl' CHOOSl'

A NI'W COMPA"!Y
Fol'- TttESE: 51lllVICES

BY MAM.CIi 20, ~OOO

THIS CI1A><OE DoES
l'loT AFFECT YOUR

LOC"L SEI'-VICE

[THIS CtiANOl' MAy

APFECTYOUfl.
LOCA" Tal-.. SERVICE]

Fall QUIlSTIONS CALL
[1-IlDO-699-6610j on. VISIT
"'''''''',gle. <'ornlLDCHA;JGE

REIMBURSEMENT COUPON
N'" r*d££.rqaDlI' {I'C ceM1. Qocd oilly rOl" '.... p1tutlC chUF"

GTE Network Services or Ihe Loclll Telephone COlnpMY

G'C"'IilUI'V O. J~col",on.
TfDII'I.h'c:r
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res/rleri.m. This Willl1elp a:J.YUI't1 Ihol ypur ""rvlee will be tron.'ifured IP a new <,"'",pony
w/rhour InlerrIJprl",n.

2. Be sure to switch t>)' March 20, 2000. If you hl}ve nol selecled 11 provider by thaI datI:. we have
m,.de DHllfIgemems for Sprifl\ to become your long d;~lallce c ..rrier (pending rl:IlLlll1tolY approval).
This will cnsure no disruption to YOllr service.

3. We h.."e enclosed a coupon 10 defray J.he cost or switching to ..nother long diswnee compllf1Y.
Just enclose the coupon in )'our ne....t local telephone t>ill and simply deduct the coupon fTom the
totol you pay.

The: Feder ..1 Communicatiom Commission (FCC) will normully authorize this proposed
disContinuunce of service unless it is shown thaI customers would be unubJe 10 receivo service or
a rellsonable substitute from IInotl1er currier or lhal the public convenience llnd neeessit)'
is oLherwise odversely affected. If)'ou wish to objecl. you should file your comments wiLhin 15
days after receipt ofmis nOlificalion. Acldress them 10 the: Federal COlnmLlniclltions Commi5Sion.
Wushing\.On. DC 20554. referencing the §63.7l ATJplic..Lion of GTE Commllniclltion~Corpor..tioll.
CommcnlS should include spocjfic informlltion abolll the imp"cL of this propo~ed discontinllW\ce
Ilpon you or your company, including IlJlY inability to acquire rellSonBble SllbSlitutc service. The
stDtes tUf'ected by this change are CT. DE. MA, MD, ME, NH. NJ. PA.1U. VA, VT. WV. lIS well
us Washington DC.

It 11... been a plellsure La ser"e you and we hope LO be Bblc to offer you long distlUlce service IIl;ain
in the future. Pleuse cBII {1-SOO-699-6610j ir you hove qllestions.

Sincerely.

2n:=ens

rh ~
AssisLunl Vice President - GTE Long OisLlmce



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing PETITION FOR
WAIVER of Sprint Communications Company L.P. was sent by hand on
this the 16 th day of February, 2000 to the below-listed parties:

(%~
Christine

February 16, 2000

Marty Schwimmer, Esq.
Network Services Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Johanna Mikes, Esq.
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Michelle Carey, Deputy Chief
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554


